For immediate release

Advice services to be slashed in [insert area] under government legal aid plans

Analysis of government's cuts to funding for legal advice show that [insert number] people in [insert area] will no longer have access to crucial legal help. 

Charities like Citizens Advice Bureaux, Law Centres, and local advice agencies use legal aid to provide help on issues such as debt, employment or benefits. Yet government plans to cut much of the funding for this work, in a Bill that is being debated in Parliament shortly.

The figures - from campaign group Justice for All - don't include cuts to other areas of law, such as clinical negligence, immigration or family law. In total, 650,000 people nationwide will lose access to advice if the changes go through.

A Justice for All campaigner [name] from [organisation] said: "In [area] - as in the rest of the country, local residents will be hit hard by these cuts to such a vital service. The total saving for cutting legal aid on social welfare issues like these only comes to £60m each year. Government spends almost three times more just on administering the legal aid system. We urge people to write to their MPs ahead of the crucial vote in the House of Commons next week."

Write to your MP at www.justice-for-all.org.uk

Contact: [add spokesperson contact & mobile no]
Notes to eds:


1. Justice for All is the campaign for free legal advice. We are a coalition of almost 4000 charities, legal and advice agencies, politicians, trade unions, community groups and members of the public. http://www.justice-for-all.org.uk/
2. The figures are based on the number of cases currently funded by legal aid and Ministry of Justice projections on percentage reduction for types of advice as a result of the impact of legal aid reforms.

3. A full briefing, listing figures for all areas is available at:

http://www.justice-for-all.org.uk/dyn/1319033038141/jfa_SWL_lossbyarea2.pdf

